
9.72.357 Open Containers In Motor Vehicles 

A. A driver or passenger of a motor vehicle upon a public street or highway shall not possess in the 

passenger area of the motor vehicle an open or unsealed bottle, can, jar, or other receptacle 

containing an alcoholic beverage. “Passenger area” means the area designed to seat the driver 

and passengers while the motor vehicle is in operation and any area that is readily accessible to 

the driver or a passenger while in their seating positions, including the glove compartment. An 

open or unsealed receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage may be transported in the trunk 

of the motor vehicle. An unsealed receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage may be 

transported behind the last upright seat of the motor vehicle if the motor vehicle does not have 

a trunk. A person convicted of a violation of this Section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor 

punishable as a scheduled violation under Iowa Code Section 805.8A. 

B. A passenger of a motor vehicle upon a public street or highway shall not possess in the 

passenger area of the motor vehicle an open or unsealed bottle, can, jar, or other receptacle 

containing an alcoholic beverage. “Passenger area” means the area designed to seat the driver 

and passengers while the motor vehicle is in operation and any area that is readily accessible to 

the driver or a passenger while in their seating positions, including the glove compartment. An 

open or unsealed receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage may be transported in the trunk 

of the motor vehicle. An unsealed receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage may be 

transported behind the last upright seat of the motor vehicle if the motor vehicle does not have 

a trunk. A person convicted of a violation of this Section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor 

punishable as a scheduled violation under Iowa Code Section 805.8A. 

 

(Ord. 5379 § 1, 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6559 on 5/8/2023 

 

https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=9.72.357_Open_Containers_In_Motor_Vehicles
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1687878486_6559.pdf

